
The Thorn 

Inside this issue: 

Shire  o f  Blak  Rose  

June 2008 

Volume 2, Issue 2 

Chronicler’s Notes 2 

On the Spotlight 2 

Meeting Site Directions  3 

Shire Calendar 4 

Shire News of Note 4 

Local Events Calendar 5 

Demo Photo Gallery 6 

Dear Castellan 7 

Constantinople 8 

Mead Hovel Tips for a Better 
Pennsic 

9 

Lucrezia’s Art Page 10 

SCAdianisms Word Search 11 

Officer Directory 12 

What is the Shire of Blak 
Rose?  

12 

Shire Communications 12 

Newsletter Communications 12 

  

  

Annual Demo Scores a Ten at Mechanicsburg Middle  School 
By Lucrezia,  Blak Rose Chronicler 

It was a gorgeous day to 
hold a demo!  Friday, 
May 23rd, marked the 
shire’s annual demo at 
the Mechanicsburg 
Middle School.  It was 
held out of doors at the 
Trails and Trees Envi-
ronmental Center on the 
Middle School prop-
erty.   

Our day started around 
10:30 am setting up 
pavilions and displays.  Lunch was provided at 
11:45 for all.  I waited to long and ended up 
with only a pear to eat.  It was delicious, I must 
say.  Once lunch was completed, the students 
walked around the “Artisan Village” asking 
questions, trying on armor, or just meandering.   

An armor display was set up by Johann and 
Eogan.  Being able to touch the armor was great 
fun for the kids, especially the boys.  I think 
Johann had to rescue a few pieces of the armor 
from several of the kids before they walked off 
entirely.   

Aidan and Matthias set up their torch for pewter 
casting.  The bits of pewter really fascinated the 
kids.  They ended up taking the bits as souve-
nirs.    

Regina set up an apothecary table display and 
chatted with many of the kids about various 
topics.  Magdalena demonstrated her drop spin-
dle.  I displayed a wide array of items, such as 
lucet cord making, books, articles of garb, and 
silk painted  banners.  I also provided medieval 
music via a “magical music box” aka CD 

player. 

Eleazar showed off 
this gaming skills with 
Nine Men Morris and 
the Game of Goose.  It 
appeared he drew a 
large crowd of inter-
ested kids.  It is no 
wonder since kids love 
to play and learn about 
new games.   

For the demo finale, 
Eleazar heraldically 

presented our dear and gallant knights, Johann, 
Eogan, and Matthias to the roaring and eager 
crowd of students.  A short demonstration of 
hits and techniques was given by our knights.  
Since their was no warranted Knight Marshall 
present, a full out melee did not happen.  De-
spite this, the students joyously enjoyed the 
medieval fighting spectacle.   

The teacher in charge was very pleased with 
this years demo and has invited us back next 
year.  Vivant to each of those shire members in 
attendance!  You are what made this a success.  
A double Vivat goes to Magdalena for organiz-
ing the demo.    

 

More demo photos on page 6! 

Photograph taken by Magdalena Gdanska.  All Rights Reserved. 



Greetings!   

It is my hope that you will enjoy this issue of The 
Thorn.  The theme is a free-for-all.  I accepted just 
about anything relating to the SCA or your persona.  
Thanks to all of those who submitted articles.  You are 
what helps the newsletter happen. 

On that note, if you have a theme you’d like the news-
letter to take form in, please let me know.  I’ll accept 
any submissions on varying topics year round.  I’d 
rather have too many submissions to pick from than 
none at all. 

My apologies for having pushed the deadline for the 
newsletter back so many times.  As we all know, life 
has a tendency to get in the way. 

I would like our next newsletter to appear sometime 
before Christmas, though no dates or themes have 
been set. 

Don’t forget to start prepping for Pennsic.  I know I 
need to.  Let’s hope it’s not deathly hot and humid and 
rainy like last year.   

I hope everyone has a safe and happy summer and 4th 
of July.   

    

Yours in Service, 

Lucrezia 
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 Chronicler’s Notes 

On the Spotlight  

Name:  Lucrezia (last name unknown) 

Office held:  Chronicler 

When:  Late 15th Century 

Location:  Florence and Faenza, Italy 

Bio: (Not entirely accurate. ) 

I am the wife and daughter of merchants in the silk 
business.  On the side, my family creates silk painted 
banners to supply the Medici  household , their armies, 
and allies.  We live in Florence, Italy, and have another 
estate in Faenza near my grandparents home. 

SCA interests:   

Silk painting, lucet cord making, medieval and renais-
sance art, jewelry making, bookmaking, cooking and 
baking,  period music, and some sewing. 

Want to try: 

Stained glass making, majolica painting, calligraphy, 
scroll making, finger loop braiding, playing the violin,  
leatherwork, and much more.    

 

 



 Directions to Shire Business Meeting          

From all directions: 

Take your best route to US - 15 S. 

Take the PA-114 EXIT toward BOWMANSDALE/
MECHANICSBURG 

Turn RIGHT onto PA-114/S MARKET ST. 

Turn LEFT onto GETTYSBURG PIKE. 

Turn RIGHT onto S. YORK ST. 

Turn RIGHT onto EBERLY LANE. 

END at Environmental Center (no outlet). 
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MEETING INFO: 

Only 10 cars are permitted to park in the lot.  We are 
permitted to park in the Middle School lot if needed.  
There is a paved walking path from the school to the 
center. 

There is a Port -a-Castle onsite. 

Meet in the pavilion from noon to 4pm. 

Summer meeting dates at this location: 

July 6 and September 7.  August: no meeting. 

  

Trails and Trees Environmental Center, Eberly Lane, Mechanicsburg, PA 17055 
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Shire Calendar of Events 
June through September 

June 
1 - Business Meeting,                   
Vannatta Park, Harrisburg    
12:15pm - 5pm 

15 - Pennsic War 37 Pre-
Reg Deadline 

23 - A&S Night,   
East Shore Library Room  
A,   5 - 9p  

July 
6 - Business Meeting,   
Environmental Center  
Noon to 4pm 

25 - August 10 - PENN-
SIC WAR 37, Cooper 
Lake Campground 

A&S Night - TBD 

 

August 
No Business Meeting due 
to Pennsic War. 

A&S Night - TBD 

 

 

 

 

September 
7 - Business Meeting,    
Environmental Center,  
Noon to 4pm 

A&S Night - TBD 

Shire News of Note 

♦ Last business meeting was held on June 1 at the Vanatta Park (Agypt Field in Harrisburg) from 12:15pm to 4pm.  There were 11 
members present.  After the meeting we had a potluck lunch and chatted about various topics. 

♦ The Mechanicsburg Middle School Demo was held on May 23, and went very well.  Vivat to Magdalena and all who attended! 

♦ Aidan and Orrin’s “All Thing” event idea has been tabled.  The Western Village RV Park in Carlisle needs site/event references 
from us in order to “OK” us for the site.  No references were passed onto Aidan and Orrin.  Maybe next year. 

♦ Chronicler has and will continue to “house clean” the yahoo group list. 

♦ Demos:  Middletown Craft Fair and Pumpkin Fest dates conflict with all schedules.  We will not participate in these demos this 
year. 

♦ July and September business meetings will be held at the Trails and Trees Environmental Center at the Mechanicsburg Middle 
School on the first Sunday of each month from Noon to 4pm.  This will be our outdoor/summer meeting place. 

♦ Magdalena has contacted Midrealm Dance Guild about purchasing a period music and dance instructional CD for $10.  This 
purchase was approved by all at the June meeting.   

♦ Gwenfrewy has stepped down from her position as A&S Mistress.  Orrin the Scop has submitted an letter of intent and was 
unanimously voted in as A&S Minister.  

♦ Gwenfrewy has shown interest in becoming our Chancellor Minor.  A background check was submitted and approved by the 
East Kingdom.  She was unanimously voted in as Chancellor Minor 

♦ If anyone has IDEAS for events, sites, fundraisers, A&S night, or newsletter themes, please contact any officer.   



June  

6 - 8 *RP* Barren Sands War - Barren Sands (Elmer, NJ) 

7   Carillion’s Champion Event - Forestgate (Hightstown, NJ) 

13 - 15   *RP* Tourney of St. Joseph - Eisental (Lehighton, PA) 

20 - 22  *RP* K&Q Archery Championship - Carillion (Manalapan, NJ) 

22    *RP* Bhakail’s Baronial Investiture - Bhakail (Clifton Heights, PA) 

28     Cooking Collegium II - Settmour Swamp (Flemington, NJ) 

July  

5 - 6    Wolf Hunt Demo - Montevale (Chambersburg, PA) 

12     Glass Day - Silver Rylle (Palmyra, PA) 

18 - 20    *RP* East Kingdom War Camp - Eisental (Lehighton, PA) 

25 - August 10  Pennsic War 37 

 

August 

29 - Sept. 1 Swamp Thynge - Caer Adamant (Middletown, DE) 

 

September 

5 - 7 Greenlane Scottish Irish Festival (demo) - Hartshorndale (Green Lane, PA) 

12 - 14  EK University/War Collegium - Rusted Woodlands, NY *INCOMPLETE* 

27   Boards and Fields - Silver Rylle (Lawn, PA)  

 Events of Interest  
  June through September 
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ARE YOU READY  
FOR WAR? 

It’s that time of year again.  Dust off 
your armor, air out your tent, save 

your pennies… 

PENNSIC WAR 37 
July 25 - August 10, 2008 

Be Ready! 

PENNSIC WAR 37 
Countdown 

40 Days 

5 Hours 

1 Min 

37 Secs 

(As of 6-15-08 on www.pennsic.net) 
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Photo Gallery - Mechanicsburg Middle School Demo  
Photos taken and adapted by Magdalena Gdanska, all rights reserved.  


